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For Immediate Release

Northwest Commission introduces new ETMA organization and conference

The newly formed Emerging Technology and Manufacturing Alliance (ETMA) is sponsoring a Nanotechnology conference on June 12, 2003 at the Hirt Auditorium, Bayfront Commons in Erie, PA from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM.

Key speaker Dr. Robert Mehalso of Microtec Associates will present theories and applications of rapidly growing Nanotechnology, which is based on the science and technology of building electronic circuits and devices from single atoms and molecules.

Dr. Mehalso co-founded Ardesta, LLC in 2000 as a Microsystems industry accelerator that is focused on identifying potential new products and markets.  His company pursues forming and funding of new start-up companies and businesses in micro- and nanosystems.

Dr. Mehalso is widely respected in the U. S. and internationally for his pioneering and innovative approaches to micro-manufacturing of small precision parts and assemblies.  He has developed businesses in, and directed the development and implementation of high volume micro-manufacturing processes for fuel injection nozzle structures, inkjet print heads, the CD ROM, medical diagnostic devices for blood analysis and catalytic sterilization, and optical and wireless communication devices.

Jay Schenck, Senior Technical Specialist of the Pennsylvania Technical Assistance Program at Penn State Erie, The Behrend College, explains,  “Nano is the next Industrial Revolution.  This revolution has already begun to change the way products and tooling are designed and manufactured.”  One example of how nano is affecting businesses through the development of microsystem applications is through the enabling of fuel injection nozzles to be mass-produced in a single nano process as precision micro film layers rather than through traditional methods of metal casting and precision machining, which was developed by Dr. Mehalso.  

Dr. Mehalso also was part of a team that engineered a system for laminating films that formed functional microfluidic circuits, which manufactures a device used for blood analysis.  The resulting card is composed of thin plastic layers with micro channels and chambers engineered for separation, reaction, and analysis. The result offers an economic, real-time alternative to traditional blood testing technology and procedures. 

-More-

ETMA 2/2

Dr. Mehalso is looking forward to sharing these experiences and discussing the impact of this new Industrial Revolution’s influence on regional businesses and also what we must do now to prepare for this emerging technology.  

Academic experts from the area will also fill the day with presentations, including Nano educational program panel presentations from CAMtech, Penn State Behrend, NMT Partnership, and Seagate Incorporated.  Lunch will be provided.

ETMA, introduced by the Northwest Commission in 2003, is an organization driven by its mission of making northwest Pennsylvania a technology industry leader.  Business, government, and academic leaders from around the region joined together to develop strategies for the cultivation and implementation of new technologies and manufacturing processes, in order to promote northwest Pennsylvania as a global, unified center of technological development.

“Last summer when a group of concerned business and education leaders requested information on a new technology called nano, we did not expect that this group would evolve into a regional initiative, which strives to seek out emerging technologies that could be embraced and implemented within our regional manufacturers, says Schenck.
Established in 1967, the Northwest Commission is an Oil City based, non-profit ARC, EDA and PA DCED certified economic development agency composed of a team of skilled professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the Northwest Pennsylvania region by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public and private sector lines.  The Northwest Commission provides economic development, transportation, business marketing and financing, and technology assistance to eight counties in Northwest Pennsylvania including:  Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren.  
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